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Celebrate PA Watershed Awareness Month

For the fourth consecutive year, May will be celebrated as Watershed Awareness Month to encourage PA citizens to learn more about their local watersheds and participate in environmental activities to enhance their natural surroundings and communities. The theme this year, "Protect our Watersheds, Protect our Future" highlights the importance of caring for our watersheds in order to ensure a healthy environment for future generations.

Volunteer community organizations, educators, and other groups are encouraged to promote the importance of watersheds at the grassroots and community levels by organizing and conducting watershed awareness activities.  To celebrate Watershed Awareness Month, participants can take part in watershed walks, water quality monitoring, streamside cleanups, and other activities already taking place in their watersheds, or they can organize an event of their own. 

To find out what activities are planned in a community an online journal, hosted by the PA Organization for Watershed and Rivers, offers easy access to an event calendar, watershed news and stories, and more relating to Watershed Awareness Month. For more information, please contact Beth Brennan of the Watershed Awareness Month Planning Committee: Pennsylvania Environmental Council - (412) 481-9400 or info@pecwest.org OR for the latest updates relating to Watershed Awareness Month. Visit the online journal at www.pawatersheds.org
CCWA Tree Wrapping

Start spring off right by helping seedling trees.  CCWA members are wrapping seedling trees at Bud Gaskin’s farm from April 18th – 21st starting at 9am – 11am.  

The Gaskin Farm is located on 6623 Carlisle Pike in Mechanicsburg across from George’s Family Restaurant in Hogestown.  For more information please contact Don Seiple at 766-4806 or email at dseiple12@verizon.net
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THE GREAT PA CLEAN-UP!

The Great PA Cleanup is a statewide community cleanup program to be held on Saturday, April 23rd, 2005. Communities are being asked to organize and conduct local cleanups. The theme of the cleanup is "Let's Pick It Up, PA!" 

Cumberland County has involved a variety organizations and clean-up sites from Colonel Denning State Park to Adams Ricci Park in Enola that are registered with the Great PA American Clean-Up.

If you and your family are interested in participating in the Great PA American Clean-Up in Cumberland County, you must join a registered organization to receive free clean-up supplies. 
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Sites are added daily.  Find a clean-up site near you or create your own at:

http://www.depesf.state.pa.us/greatpacleanup/cwp/  or call 

1-888-548-8372
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Upcoming CCWA Event

We will hold a stream clean-up this summer.  We were honored with a grant for expenses from the Susquehanna River Basin Commission.  Another example of Growing Greener funds put to positive environmental action.  Watch for details!

President’s Message

Our leadership.  I want to recognize our board members, officers and key active members and associates for all the work they do to keep the Association on track.  We especially thank our outgoing newsletter editor Jane Earle.  Thank you all!

Learning of the Bay.  We’re understandably protective of the Creek and its watershed.   Its health has an influence on the health of the Chesapeake Bay, into which Creek waters ultimately flow.

The Bay Journal, published by the Alliance For The Chesapeake Bay, is an excellent source of scientific and cultural information about the Bay.  You may order it at no charge, at

http://www.bayjournal.com/subscribe.cfm
Land Use.  Speaking of the Alliance, Laura and I just fulfilled an obligation of the CCWA to the Alliance:  After two days training early last year on the use of Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) systems, we were loaned a Garmin unit.  In return, we sampled ground cover and listed GPS coordinates, mostly in the Creek watershed.  These points were uploaded to the University of Towson system connect with a NASA satellite, I believe LandSat.  The project is to provide ground truth confirmation of the scanning of the satellite.  These data contribute to the ongoing inventorying of land use in the Bay watershed, and changes.

Gil

April 7, 2005

Special CCWA Board Vision Meeting

On Tuesday, April 12 at 7 pm, CCWA members had a special board meeting to revise the mission statement and goals of CCWA.  If you have any questions and want to add any comments please contact Don Seiple at 766-4806 or email at dseiple12@verizon.net
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“Buy the Best. 

 Zone the Rest.”

Two Free Seminars will be presented on April 21, 2005 from the Center for Land Use at Shippensburg University in the Cumberland Union Building from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
Opportunity Knocks: Open Space is a Community Investment Michael Frank, of Heritage Conservancy, will present two tried and true techniques for protection of critical lands.  

Growing Greener: Conservation by Design Monica Drewniany, of the Natural Lands Trust, helps communities use the development process to protect interconnected networks of open space, natural areas, greenways, trails and recreation lands.  

To register by phone or e-mail, contact Scott Rhinehart at 717 477-1430 or rhinehart7459@yahoo.com.

TAKE ACTION!

Please oppose the U.S. EPA’s proposal to weaken existing Clean Water Act protections for selenium.  Selenium is a toxin that, in high doses, is known to cause severe reproductive impairment and death among fish, birds and other wildlife.  If EPA’s proposed changes go forward, the impact on watersheds in PA would be quite significant. 

Here’s the background on the issue… On December 17, 2004, the EPA proposed eliminating the existing selenium water criteria and replacing it with a weaker fish tissue standard Wildlife experts think that the standard that EPA has developed would result in higher mortality rates for many fish species, and would be disastrous for the recovery efforts of threatened and endangered species. 

Several power plants in the state discharge hundreds of pounds of the chemical directly into waterways each year.  Others produce tens of thousands of pounds that are put into area landfills that are themselves weakly regulated.  Weakening protections for this pollutant in waterways could have a very big impact in the region.

The EPA is currently accepting public comments on its proposal.  To make your voice heard, all you have to do is send your comments to ow-docket@epa.gov, with “Attention Docket ID No. OW-2004-0019” in the subject line.  The EPA’s deadline is Monday, April 18, 2005. 

Please also send a copy of your comments to astamoulis@cleanair.org so that local progress on this issue can be tracked. Thank you!

Plant Eco-Friendly Lawn

For most of us, spring means working in the garden and lawn. But before you buy a bag of synthetic fertilizer and a flat of pansies, think about helping reduce pollution to Conodoguinet Creek and to the Chesapeake Bay with a few simple changes to your spring routine. 

1.  Leaving grass clippings on the lawn provide the soil with many nutrients.

2.  Use compost as fertilizer

www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/airwaste/wm/recycle/compost/home1.htm
3.  Mow the lawn at 3 inches 

Mowing your grass high (2-3"), shades out weeds and encourages deep roots. 

4.  Plant native trees and shrubs

Native plants will help your yard have fewer pests, diseases, and weeds. For a complete listing visit: 
http://www.pawildflower.org/
To learn more about eco-friendly lawn care tips visit 10 Tips to a Bay-Friendly Lawn at http://www.cbf.org/  
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Recycling and Hazardous Waste Disposal  

The Solid Waste Authority of Cumberland County has comprehensive information on how to recycle many household items and dispose of hazardous waste.  Important recycling dates are as follows:

Electronic/Computer - April 16 9 —3 

Hazardous Waste - May 21st, 9—3  
Telephone Books - April 1—May 9 

View Recycling Times for more info and find the closest drop-off locations at http://www.ccpa.net/cumberland/lib/cumberland/solidwaste/2005_recycling_times.pdf  or call (717) 240-6489. 

Conodoguinet Creek Watershed Association
PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES, IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID FOR 2005

Membership,  Dues,  Payment,  and Application - 2005
  Name:   



Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________     Email:______________________________________

Membership Dues Categories:                      Make checks payable to CCWA and send to: 



Jane Earle



20 Red Fox Lane

Student One Year 
  $10

_______ 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Individual One Year   $15

_______
 

Family One Year
  $25

_______ 

Thank you for your membership 
Lifetime 
$150

_______ 

and contribution to the 
Conservation Organization $25
_______

Conodoguinet Creek Watershed 
Corporate 
           $100

_______ 

Association.




Donation to Betty Sullivan Memorial Fund:





_______ 


Total Enclosed     $_______  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lisa Beatty











13 Patricia Dr

Enola, PA 17025
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