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Annual Meeting Notice

Yellow Breeches Watershed Association (YBWA)

Annual Membership Meeting

Wednesday October 22, 2008 at 7:00 PM

Lower Allen Township Community Park Barn, Lisburn, PA

The annual membership meeting of the YBWA will be held for the purpose of conducting annual business including highlights of activities during the past year, priorities for the future and the election of directors for 2009.  Following the business meeting, Charlie McGarrell the South central Regional Habitat Biologist with the PA Fish and Boat Commission will give a presentation on the PFBC’s Habitat Management Program and the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture Initiative. Light refreshments will be served.  For more information about the YBWA, please visit www.ybwa.org.    

Important Events for 2009

Trout Day – March, on opening day of trout season at United Water Company's Raybold plant, Limekiln Road, Fairview Township.  UWPA and YBWA team up to serve refreshments and provide information about the Yellow Breeches Creek.  Money donated to UWPA for “free” food and drinks is in turn awarded to YBWA.  See recap of 2008 event in this newsletter.

Stream Cleanup -Being planned in conjunction with a possible water trail event next spring.

Annual Meeting – October, date and program to be announced at a later date.

From the Desk of the President

I feel like the Board of Directors has paddled the YBWA canoe to a fork in the stream, and we are waiting for guides to tell us which course to take.  You, our members, are the guides.  It also seems that some of the directors are getting tired of paddling, and could use some volunteers to supplement or replace them.  

During more than  three years of working with DCNR, DEP, Lower Allen Township, HRG and its sub-consultants to complete the Yellow Breeches Creek River Conservation Plan and Assessment, our  board primarily met to review and comment upon a large volume of data.  We scheduled very few fun events to attract and retain members who didn't want to sit through technical meetings-like riparian buffer plantings, stream-side cleanups, and water trail excursions.  

We are now trying to plan these types of programs, and are renewing our outreach efforts to potential environmental partners like Messiah College and the West Shore School District.  We also executed a memorandum of understanding with our stream monitoring partners from the Capital Area chapter of the Senior Environmental Corps to formalize our relationship, and were poised to provide financial support for monitoring equipment and supplies when RSVP of the Capital Region, Inc. generously agreed to provide necessary funds.  Individuals like Wayne Kober are taking the initiative to make improvements to our sub watershed (see Spruce Run article in this edition).  

Unfortunately, some of our dedicated volunteers on the board of directors have encountered changes in their family and/or  work lives that restrict their ability to devote time and energy to YBWA projects.  Our board is trying to make the transition from one that oversaw the vital study and planning efforts to one that will prioritize and implement report recommendations .  We are attempting to initiate appropriate educational and watershed improvement programs based upon these studies, including events that will attract family participation.  These efforts are either not coming to fruition or are falling into the laps of a few individuals instead of active committees.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!  

If you have the time and energy to serve on the board of directors, make that known.  If you can't or don't want to serve on the board, but are interested in serving on a committee or helping with an event, please contact us.  

p.s.  Our board took a big hit last spring with the death of Bill Apgar, our liaison to the CAPSEC monitoring program and one of our most active volunteers.  “Big Bull” could always be counted on to help with events like Trout Day  and  stream side  cleanup efforts.  I would like to thank everyone who has tried to fill the void and express our gratitude to Bill's family.  

Water Trail Update

The Yellow Breeches Water Trail has been posted with logo signs at all mapped access points, and trail segment markers will soon be fabricated and installed.  The PA Fish & Boat Commission is reportedly close to scheduling the initial printing of the  Yellow Breeches Creek Water Trail Map and Guide, which continues to be available online at www.ccpa.net/planning (goto “Greenway & Open Space Preservation Initiatives” and click on “Water Trails of Cumberland County”).

There are currently three water trail segments.  Trip A begins at the South Middleton Township Park, and ends a short distance downstream near Children's Lake at Boiling Springs.  A very active trout fishing area and a number of dams are the reason that trip B begins several miles downstream at Messiah College.  Trip B ends at Yellow Breeches Park in Lower Allen Township.  Trip C begins at Creekwood Park in Lower Allen Township, and ends at New Cumberland Borough Park,  not far from the confluence with the Susquehanna River.

The recent removal of the Spanglers Mill Dam and the impending Green Lane Dam removal (likely winter/early spring 2009) open up the possibility of combining Trips B and C into one long segment.  The remaining obstacle is the dam at the United Water Company's Raybold plant on Limekiln Road.  The PA Fish and Boat Commission has presented UWPA with an easement agreement proposal that would provide formal access rights to paddlers who need to portage around the dam.  

Water Company and Watershed Group Sponsor “Trout Day” Activity 

United Water Pennsylvania and the Yellow Breeches Watershed Association (YBWA) hosted the 7th Annual “Trout Day” community event on Saturday, March 29 along the Yellow Breeches Creek on property owned by United Water in Fairview Township, York County, located at the convergence of Limekiln Road and Slate Hill Road in Lower Allen Township, Cumberland County.

The event was held to coincide with the earlier official opening of trout season in this part of the state.  United Water and YBWA volunteers served free food and refreshments from 6:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  YBWA displayed watershed maps and other resource management materials of interest to anglers and paddlers.  Donations to YBWA were encouraged and will be used to assist with funding association projects throughout the year.  Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World donated give-away items for the event.

“United Water partners with YBWA to provide a family-oriented recreational event that encourages environmental stewardship and watershed protection,” said Bob Manbeck, Public Affairs Manager for United Water Pennsylvania.  “We encourage anglers to help keep waterways free of trash items that they may see while fishing and teach family members the significance of preserving water sources used for drinking water.”

Hopefully, this tradition will continue on opening day of the 2009 trout season.  Look for an announcement on the web site and in a future edition of this newsletter.  For further information about “Trout Day,” contact Bob Manbeck at 717 561-1103, Extension 1654.

Spruce Run Remediation Work 

One volunteer can make a difference in changing degraded land and water resources into an environmental asset. YBWA would like to recognize Wayne Kober, who initiated a “volunteer” effort to address stream damage issues in the headwaters of the Yellow Breeches watershed, primarily caused by off-road vehicles.   Wayne spearheaded the Spruce Run Remediation Project with assistance from Mike Kusko, District Forester with DCNR.  Wayne also made Dickinson Township officials aware of the problem and sought their cooperation.

Wayne and his hiking buddy, Bob Eichelberger, walked Spruce Run from the headwaters to Cold Springs Road and saw several brook trout, and indication of improved habitat and water quality. Wayne further reports that the road closed last fall has eliminated all vehicle traffic entering from private property. The grade breaks and diversions are working fairly well. Most of the surface water is flowing in the intermittent stream channel and swale. The short diversion channels that cut into the road where it is adjacent to Spruce Run are well located to drain water off of the road. There are some springs upslope of the road, which drain onto the road.  There is still work to be done, including mitigation of some water concentrating and flowing down the road, particularly on the steep section. A few more grade breaks may be required to get more sheet and channel flow. Wayne is continuing further efforts to improve Spruce Run, including repair of road erosion caused by a timbering operation near the site.

